
Welcome to the premiere edition of “The  
Visions of Holley” newsletter. It picks up where 
the “SaltPort Press” left off. While the “SaltPort 
Press” helped residents discover the area’s many 
assets,  this publication promotes  these assets. As 
the name implies, “Vision of Holley”, is where the 
past, present, and future converge. It’s where we 
honor Holley’s rich history as part of the Western 
Erie Canalway; celebrate the good works of its 
diverse people; and promote local businesses and 

services in and around the Public Square. With its pristine landscape (which includes  
Holley Falls and the nearby Canal Park), along with its charming, small town atmosphere, 
Holley is full of potential and home to possibilities! It is hoped this newsletter and its  
companion blog (VisionsOfHolley.wordpress.com) become THE meeting place for  
community-focused news. Together we can revitalize the Holley community. It’s starts with 
YOU! So step up and get involved!  ~ Theresa Fischette, Publisher 

The old canal loop through Holley is one of few still visible 
along the original line of the canal. The state bypassed the loop in 
1860 for a number of reasons: to make a larger canal, to create a 
more direct route for traffic, and to alleviate problems caused by 
the original high banks and early construction. At the time, state 
laws did not allow them to shut off the loop completely. As such, 
it remained with shallow water and was hardly used for years. 
Finally, with the modernization of Public Square around 1913, 
local people complained about the stench from the stagnant  
water in the canal bed. The canal loop was then closed off. 

During this same time, Frisbie Terrace crossed the old canal 
loop via a small bridge, which crossed the canal next to what is 
now the Hair Affair Salon. The bridge gave access to the Frisbie 
Mansion, The Charles Frisbie House, and the stone house, which 
formerly housed the Cramer Canal Store. Once the canal loop 
was shut off, with portions of it filled in, the bridge was removed 
and the roadway was created. 

Many thanks to Town Historian, Marsha Defilipps for sharing some 
village history with us.   
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Want to see the mural of 
the old canal path? Join 
Artist/Muralist Stacey 

Kirby this summer  
at the mural  

installation at the  
canal park. 

Panel 4: The Old Canal Path 
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Did you know that 
according to the 
2009 Community 
Survey results that 
the top 3 reasons 
why residents live  
in Holley are: 
• They were born 

or raised in 
Holley 

• They enjoy the 
small town 
setting 

• It offers 
affordable 
housing 

 
For more survey 
results, check out the 
Village website at 
VillageOfHolley.org 

Village of Holley News 
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Public Land Use Forum Set for 
March 23, 2010 at the Elementary 

School Cafeteria @ 6:30 pm 
What makes you proud to call Holley 

home? What do you want to see changed in 
Holley in 20 years? How can we breathe life 
into  our  downtown? Where is  new  
development appropriate and what should 
it look like? How can we capitalize on the  
tourist potential of the Erie Canal, Holley 
Falls, and surrounding trails? What should 
the Village be doing to attract more jobs, 
stores, and services? If any of these topics  
interest you, then join us on Tuesday eve-
ning March 23, 2010 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at the Holley Elementary School  
Cafeteria when the Village of Holley in  
cooperation with the Holley Business  
Association will be hosting a public forum 
on land use. The Village of Holley is  
currently developing a Comprehensive 
Plan, with feedback received at this meeting 
integrated into this plan. Facilitated by 
 Bergmann Associates, a Community  
Planning Consultant from Rochester NY, 
this workshop will feature guest speaker, 
Fleurette Pelletier of Angelica NY, who will 
s h a r e  h e r  i n s p i r i n g  s t o r y  o f  o n e  
communi ty ’s  revi ta l iza t ion  e f for ts .  
Refreshments served! 

In addition, there are a number of ways 
in which you can get involved. Attend the 
Public Workshop on March 23, 2010.  
Review the project documents on the  
Village website at http://villageofholley.org 
and provide comments/suggestions. Attend 
the Public Hearings in May/June. Last, but 
not least, talk to local officials about  
volunteer opportunities for implementing 
the Plan! .  
 

Sub-Station #2 
The Holley Electric Sub-Station #2 is  

currently energized. Customers in the Indus-
trial Park will have their services moved from 
Sub-Station #1 to Sub-Station #2 in a plan 
formulated by Supervisor Cattadoris. This 
plan will hopefully start on February 27, 2010 
w i t h  P r e c i s i o n  P a c k a g i n g ,  w e a t h e r  
permitting. Other customers will be notified 
regarding a timeline.  

Water Department 
The Village Board is in the process of be-

coming a retail customer of the Monroe 
County Water Authority. This process  
involves Holley’s private customers located 
in Clarendon and the Town of Murray. The 
respective supervisors of each municipality 
must come to an agreement with MCWA in a 
written agreement.  

Holley/Murray Joint Study 
The potential savings of consolidated 

services is the primary objective. Both  
municipal i t ies  hope to  f ind ways to  
effectively serve our residents. The services 
of  CGR have  been recommended as  
consultants for this project.  

~ Mayor John Kenney 

Village Election 
Three positions are up for the June  

election, including trustees Ross Gaylord and 
John Heise in addition to the mayor’s  
position currently held by John Kenney.  
Petitions for candidates will be available in 
the Village Office during the month of March.  
Interested people are asked to check with the 
Village Clerk for necessary dates and  
deadlines.  
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Around Town & Beyond 
Nominations for Holley  

Alumni Hall of Fame 
The Holley Central School District is establishing an 

Alumni Hall of Fame to recognize Holley High School 
Alumni who have achieved distinction at the local,  
regional, or international level in any appropriate area 
of endeavor. For example, academics/education, fine 
arts,  business,  media, public/military service,  
philanthropy, or science. Using input from other school 
districts, the District Improvement Team developed  
recognition criteria along with a nomination form. 

To qualify, a nominee must be a graduate and an  
alumnus of Holley High School at least ten years. A  
nomination form is available by going to the district’s  
website at www.holleycsd.org/halloffame and must be 
submitted to Superintendant Robert D’Angelo by Friday 
April 30th. 

Upon receipt, a committee reviews and selects  
honorees from the pool of applications. Recognition is to 
take place at both the elementary and high school 
awards ceremonies in June with a plaque displayed in 
the foyer of the Middle School/High School foyer. If 
you are interested in serving on the selection committee, 
contact Brenda Freida, Director of Instruction, at  
638-6316 x2014.  

Students Volunteer As School Safety Ambassadors  
In its fifth year, the "Safe School Ambassador" program has 30 fifth and sixth graders at Holley Elementary 

School working hard to ensure their school is a safe and comfortable environment for learning and having fun. 
Teachers and fellow students select "ambassadors", with those selected applying for the program by  
writing an essay and obtaining parental permission. Upon acceptance into the program, participants go through 
two days of training during the fall. During training, students participate in a variety of activities designed to help 
them get to know each other and build trust. In addition, they participate in role-playing games to give them  
practice in seeing, identifying, and reacting to mistreatment situations. Ambassadors meet twice a month  
throughout the school year; once as a group then again in smaller groups, or "families" to discuss situations they 
have encountered and how they reacted to them. “Family” facilitators are Teachers Tricia Draper, Leigh Onisk, 
Karen Quaranto, Lynnette Short, and Sue Thornton along with School Counselors Wanda Farrell and Micaela 
Lauer. During a recent group meeting, ambassadors took turns wearing a "tool belt", which prompted them  
to think about different bullying situations along with tactics they can use to diffuse situations. While students are 
not asked to step into the middle of a situation to police it, they have an opportunity to be a shaper of social 
norms, according district officials. 

Erie Canal Bicycle Tour Set for July 11-18th  
The 12th annual "Cycling the Erie Canal" is scheduled 

for July 11 to 18. This cross-state bicycle tour is an 8-day,  
400-mile, recreational bicycle tour from Buffalo to Albany 
along the Erie Canal. During the tour, cyclists pass through 
historic canal villages and rural country sides with canal 
historians and local experts introducing participants to the 
people, places, and things that make the Erie Canal and its 
history so unique to New York State and the country as a 
whole. Three-quarters of the ride is off-road and on level 
ground, following the traffic-free Canalway Trail. Several 
days are spent in the Finger Lakes with a few rolling hills 
and two long gradual climbs in the Mohawk Valley. The 
remainder of the ride is on rural roads with good  
shoulders. The oldest cyclist rider at last year’s event was 
in his 80's while the youngest was 3 years-old!  

Two weekend ride options are available, from Buffalo 
to Pittsford on July 10 to July 12 and from Canajoharie to  
Albany on July 16 to July 18. A shuttle will be available at 
the beginning of the ride to transport riders and their  
bicycles to Buffalo. Non-cycling friends and family of riders 
with their own transportation are welcome. Youths under 
18 enjoy a special half-price rate. For more information, call 
(518) 434-1583. e-mail eriecanaltour@ptny.org, or visit 
www.ptny.org/canaltour.   
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Community Calendar  
March 

2    —   Village Planning Board @ 7:00 pm, Village Offices 
3-6 —   Spring Bouquet Sale for Hospice of Orleans.  
             For info, contact Cora at (585) 589-0809 
8 —      Board of Education Budget Workshop @  6:30 pm,  
             District Office 
9 —     Village Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm Village Offices 
9 —      Supervisor Meeting @ 6:30 pm Town Offices 
9 —     Town Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm Town Offices 
10 —   PTSA Meeting @ 5:00 pm ES Teacher Lounge 
20 —   PTSA Easter Egg Hunt 
23 —   Land Use Public Forum @  6:30 pm Elementary  
            Cafetorium 

April 
6 —     Village Planning Board @ 7:00 pm, Village Offices 
13 —   Village Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm Village Offices 
13 —   Supervisor Meeting @  6:30 pm Town Offices 
13 —   Town Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm Town Offices 
14 —    PTSA Meeting @ 5:00 pm ES Teacher Lounge 
20 —    Comprehensive Planning Meeting @ 7:00 pm  
            Village Offices 
22 —   Earth Day 

Holley Blooms Again! 
The Holley Garden Club meets on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the First 
Presbyterian Church. Each month, there’s a  
program with a speaker. In addition, taking on 
various planting and gardening maintenance  
projects around the village, the club makes  
donations to local organizations; holds an annual 
plant sale each June; and hosts a picnic during 
the summer and a holiday dinner in the winter. 
New members and guests are always welcome. 
For  more  information,  fee l  f ree  to  cal l   
638-0555. 

2010 June Fest 

The Annual Murray Holley June Fest will be held 
on Saturday, June 5th. The day will begin at 9:00 
a.m. with the running of the newly designed Jim 
Ferris Memorial 5K Race. It’s also the time when 
the Village of Holley Yard Sales and the Arts & 
Crafts Show on the Canal Path will begin. This 
year, food vendors will be set up on the wooden 
boat deck at the Gazebo. Placing all the food  
vendors together will make it easier for you to 
make your selections! Then at 3:00 p.m. the 
Cruise-In begins along East Avenue and will  
continue along with wonderful music and great 
cars until 6:00 p.m. Grab yourself a bite to eat at 
one of the vendors, or head up to the soccer field. 
The Sports Boosters will be again selling a  
variety of hot, fresh food, including the  
famous “Hawk Dogs.” The Drum Corps Show 
will begin at 7:00 pm on the soccer field,  
followed by another fabulous fireworks show (if 
you saw the one last year, you remember how 
fantastic i t  was!) .  For more info, go to 
www.townofmurray.org or contact Sandy Heise 
(638-5432). !  

Affordable Advertising Rates by the Issue for  
Individuals, Businesses & Organizations 

1/8 page ads …………………………….…………...$15.00 per issue 
1/16 page classified ……………………………….….$7.50 per issue 

Send your ad copy along with a check made payable to:  
White Light Communications 

85 South Main Street * Holley, NY 14470 
Questions? Contact  us at (585) 329-5170 or 

Theresa@ToTheWhiteLight.com 

Follow us on Twitter 
@VisionsOfHolley 

In between issues,  
be sure to check out  

our blog at  
VisionsOfHolley 
@WordPress.com 


