
Holley told to back off on steep cuts
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By Tom Rivers trivers@batavianews.com |

HOLLEY — If the Board of Education approves a list of budget savings that includes laying off 17 teachers, 11 other staff members and
eliminating athletics and extracurricular activities, Brian Blackburn said he will leave Holley, taking his children to a district that offers
more opportunities.

“Sometimes you have to reach into your pocket,” said Blackburn, advocating for a tax increase. “If you don’t have that stuff, we’re going
to move.”

The board is mulling a list of cuts that includes about $900,000 worth of programs, a long list of extracurriculars that ranges from National
Honor Society, yearbook, Student Council to the entire athletic program.

Laying off 28 employees would save about $1.2 million more in a budget that began with a $3.2 million gap. District leaders started the
budget process in a steep hole because Gov. Andrew Cuomo proposed a 13 percent cut to Holley or $1,558,578 less in state aid.

The board and school administrators can make up some of that by using $500,000 more from its reserves, utilizing $422,000 in federal
stimulus aid and $200,000 in interfund transfers from its capital project.

But that still leaves a $1.6 million gap. Cuomo and the Legislature restored $272 million of the $1.5 billion school aid cut during budget
negotiations last weekend. School districts haven’t been told how much they will get in the restored funding. Holley school administrators
are guessing it will range between $300,000 to $500,000.

Even with that added money, Holley likely will have to decrease staffing and make program cuts. Raising the tax rate by $1 per $1,000 of
assessed property would generate about $286,000. The district’s tax rate is already $24.39.

Brad Carroll, a junior at Holley, urged the board not to cut teachers and programs. The district already reduced programs in the current
school year. He said he faces the prospect of a senior year with five or six study halls because there may be little to offer in course
electives.

“We need education,” he told the board on Monday, when about 100 people crowded into the elementary school cafeteria. “Raise taxes
to save some of these positions.”

The board and school administrators haven’t identified which staff could be on the list. Those positions will be identified at a 6:30 p.m.
meeting Monday. By then, the district should know how much of its aid has been restored.

The six-person administrative team was able to guarantee the district $24,242 in savings next school year because administrators agreed
Monday not to take pay raises next year.
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“I thank you for your generous spirit to help us solve some of our problems,” said John Heise, the board president.

He assured the public on Monday that he is not in favor of eliminating sports. He doesn’t want to cut any programs because he knows
they are critical to keeping students in school.

“I personally feel like I’m looking at my hand trying to decide which fingers to cut off,” Heise said about the list of cuts. “I didn’t run for
this but this is the reality we’re in. We can’t ignore it.”

School officials also announced they intend to move the alternative high school program from the former Saint Mary’s School back to the
district campus. The new setup would be in the BOCES wing of the elementary school. That wing would become “a school within a
school,” with a double set of doors, said Susan Cory, Holley’s director of student services. Moving it from St. Mary’s will save Holley
$24,000.

Holley has 17 students in the alternative program. The district used to send them to programs in Gates, Spencerport and Scottsville.
Keeping them in Holley has saved the district about $500,000 this year, Cory said.
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Special to The Journal-Register
(http://journal-register.com)

HOLLEY — Nearly all grade levels at Holley Central School District are touting double-digit
increases in test scores.

Over the past five years, the district has placed an emphasis on providing early academic
interventions to students, professional development for teachers and budget dollars to increase
learning opportunities for all students.

The largest gains in English Language Arts are at the seventh grade level where a passing rate of
50.5 percent in 2006 rose to 80.85 percent in 2009  — a 37.16 percent increase. The largest gains
in math come from grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8. The seventh-grade passing rate on the state math
assessment in 2006 — 57.55 percent — has increased 31.54 percent over four years to 89.09
percent in 2009. At the high school level, the district’s passing rate on the 11th-grade
comprehensive English Regents exam has risen from 65.38 percent in 2007 to 83.02 percent in
2010. Over the past two years, 100 percent of the students taking the Spanish Regents exam have
passed. Currently the district’s graduation rate is the second-highest in Orleans County.

Four years ago, Holley Central School District established a multi-year Strategic Action Plan to
improve student achievement. Action items include improving students’ literacy skills through
traditional and non-traditional methods. For example, the district moved to a method in which both
regular education and special education teachers provide academic interventions to students as
soon as a deficiency or problem is noted. In the past, special education teachers could only
provide services to special education students. Regular education students can receive
intervention services as well. An example of non-traditional learning is the use of computer
assisted instruction. At the elementary school, students visit the computer lab daily, where they
receive instruction in reading and math using Waterford and Successmaker software. Additionally,
a Literacy Committee was formed at the Middle School/High School, and teachers are studying
literacy as it applies to their content areas of math, science, social studies, and other areas. The
district’s Strategic Action Plan is reviewed and revised annually.

School districts across the state were hit hard by decreases in state aid, and many districts had to
cut staff and programs. Holley was faced with tough decisions in creating its 2010-11 budget,
however, academic programs that have produced improvements in student achievement remain
intact.

For more information about the 2010-11 school budget, visit www.holleycsd.org
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“I thank you for your generous spirit to help us solve some of our problems,” said John Heise, the board president.

He assured the public on Monday that he is not in favor of eliminating sports. He doesn’t want to cut any programs because he knows
they are critical to keeping students in school.

“I personally feel like I’m looking at my hand trying to decide which fingers to cut off,” Heise said about the list of cuts. “I didn’t run for
this but this is the reality we’re in. We can’t ignore it.”

School officials also announced they intend to move the alternative high school program from the former Saint Mary’s School back to the
district campus. The new setup would be in the BOCES wing of the elementary school. That wing would become “a school within a
school,” with a double set of doors, said Susan Cory, Holley’s director of student services. Moving it from St. Mary’s will save Holley
$24,000.

Holley has 17 students in the alternative program. The district used to send them to programs in Gates, Spencerport and Scottsville.
Keeping them in Holley has saved the district about $500,000 this year, Cory said.

Holley told to back off on steep cuts - The Daily News Online: News http://thedailynewsonline.com/news/article_6b06e3b2-59c1-11e0-b052-...

2 of 2 4/1/2011 5:07 PM



Quick Links

Welcome to our Middle School/High
School

Academic Eligibility Policy

Curriculum Handbook - 2011-12

High School Extracurricular
Activities

Honor Roll/High Honor Roll for
2010-11

Library

Middle School Extracurricular
Activities

Middle School Literacy
Improvement Plans

NYS Testing Dates

Online Bullying Report Form

Progress Report Dates

Student Emergency Information
Form

Supply List for 2010-11

Textbook Links

Tobacco/Alcohol/Drug Use Policy

Working papers

SCHOOL HOME  DISTRICT HOME

CONTACT  SITEMAP

Powered by Translate

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL
16848 Lynch Road

Holley, New York 14470
585-638-6316

Fax: 585-638-7925

 

Search News by Keyword

 

Student test scores rise in Holley

Nearly all grade levels at Holley Central School District are touting
double-digit increases in test scores. Over the past five years, the
district has placed an emphasis on providing early academic
interventions to students, professional development for teachers,
and budget dollars to increase learning opportunities for all
students.

The largest gains in ELA (English Language Arts) are at the seventh
grade level where a passing rate of 50.5 percent in 2006 rose to
80.85 percent in 2009 – a 37.16 percent increase. The largest gains
in math come from grades 3, 5, 6, 7, and 8. For example, the
seventh grade passing rate on the NYS math assessment in 2006
(57.55 percent) has increased 31.54 percent over four years to

89.09 percent in 2009. At the high school level, the district’s passing rate on the 11th grade comprehensive
English Regents exam has risen from 65.38 percent in 2007 to 83.02 percent in 2010 (a 17.64 percent
increase). Over the past two years, 100 percent of the students taking the Spanish Regents exam have passed.
Currently the district’s graduation rate is the second highest in Orleans County.

Four years ago, Holley CSD established a multi-year Strategic Action Plan to improve student achievement.
Action items include improving students’ literacy skills through traditional and non-traditional methods. For
example, the district moved to the Response to Intervention (RTI) model where both regular education and
special education teachers provide academic interventions to students as soon as a deficiency or problem is
noted. In the past, special education teachers could only provide services to special education students. With
RTI, regular education students can receive intervention services as well. An example of non-traditional
learning is the use of computer assisted instruction (CAI). At the elementary school students visit the computer
lab daily where they receive instruction in reading and math using Waterford and Successmaker software.
Additionally, a Literacy Committee was formed at the Middle School/High School and teachers are studying
literacy (reading) as it applies to their content areas of math, science, social studies, etc. The district’s Strategic
Action Plan is reviewed and revised annually.

School districts across NYS were hit hard by decreases in state aid and many districts had to cut staff and
programs. Holley CSD was faced with tough decisions in creating their 2010-11 budget, however, academic
programs that have produced improvements in student achievement remain intact.

Holley Central School District http://www.holleycsd.org/news.cfm?story=54096&school=40
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Monday, February 21, 2011

K-8 TESTS REGENTS EXAMS

New York School Test Scores Orleans County
Enter New York school, school district or ZIP code

Counties:

Districts:

Schools:

New York Citywide Scores
About the Data

Holley Central School District
Holley, New York 14470

Students 1,236
Poor 34%
White 93%
Black 2%
Hispanic 4%
Asian 0%

Holley Central
School District New
York State

Performance Index
How Holley Central School District
compares with other districts. (100 =
state median)

Pass Rate
Percentage of students who scored 65
or higher, the threshold for
graduation credit

Advanced
Percentage of students
who scored 85 or higher

Prev. Standard
Percentage who scored 55 or
higher, the previous graduation
credit standard

Comprehensive English

143 students tested

90 83% 22% 90% 

Global History and

Geography

126 students tested

94 77% 22% 87% 

U.S. History and

Government

123 students tested

83 76% 42% 85% 
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Living Environment

105 students tested

98 91% 24% 95% 

Integrated Algebra

97 students tested

86 74% 3% 90% 

Physical Setting - Earth

Science

92 students tested

96 78% 32% 89% 

Geometry

68 students tested

63 54% 4% 81% 

Mathematics B

61 students tested

44 31% 5% 41% 

Physical Setting - Chemistry

57 students tested

110 89% 7% 95% 

Holley Central School District - New York State Test Scores - The New ... http://projects.nytimes.com/new-york-schools-test-scores/counties/orleans...

2 of 3 4/1/2011 8:24 AM



Comprehensive Spanish

33 students tested

102 100% 58% 100% 

Mathematics A

23 students tested

91 65% 9% 83% 

Data source and methodology

Tyson Evans, Robert Gebeloff, Andrei Scheinkman
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K-8 TESTS REGENTS EXAMS

New York School Test Scores Orleans County
Enter New York school, school district or ZIP code

Counties:

Districts:

Schools:

New York Citywide Scores
About the Data

Holley Central School District
Holley, New York 14470

Students 1,236
Poor 34%
White 93%
Black 2%
Hispanic 4%
Asian 0%

All Tests
English
Science
Social Studies
Math

Holley Central
School District
State Median

Performance Index
How Holley Central School District
compares with other districts. (100 = state
median)

Pass Rate
Percentage of students who pass
each year. (Levels 3 and 4)

Advanced
Percentage of students who are
advanced proficient. (Level 4)

Below Standards
Percentage below basic
standards. (Level 1)

3rd Grade,

All Tests

128 students tested

117 72% 20% 2% 

4th Grade,

All Tests

193 students tested

84 55% 8% 3% 

5th Grade,

All Tests

198 students tested

118 73% 24% 7% 
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6th Grade,

All Tests

191 students tested

107 69% 12% 6% 

7th Grade,

All Tests

162 students tested

87 54% 7% 6% 

8th Grade,

All Tests

175 students tested

60 35% 2% 12% 

Data source and methodology

Tyson Evans, Robert Gebeloff, Andrei Scheinkman
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