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On the web

To read more about the EPA’s work at the Diaz Chemical Corp. site, go to www.epa.gov/region02/superfund
/npl/diazchemical.

An U.S. Environmental Protection Agency plan has proposed cleaning up contaminated soil and groundwater
at the former Diaz Chemical Corp. site in Holley, Orleans County, with an aggressive new technology.

The $14.5 million long-term cleanup plan would entail using electrodes to heat the ground in six
contaminated areas within the former chemical plant on Jackson Street. Steam driven out of the ground
would carry out the contaminants, and the resulting vapor would be collected and treated.

“It’s like cooking the ground to drive out the contaminants,” said John DiMartino, remedial project manager
for the EPA.

ARCHIVE: Contamination haunts Holley 10 years later

Diaz Chemical manufactured specialty chemicals for the agricultural, pharmaceutical, photographic, color
and dye and personal care products industries. A chemical mixture was released in 2002 when a safety valve
ruptured. The company filed for bankruptcy in 2003 and abandoned the site, leaving large volumes of
chemicals behind.

The site was declared a Superfund site, allowing EPA to step in and fund the cleanup.

So far, more than $10 million has been spent on immediate needs at the site.

The proposed plan for long-term cleanup also calls for continuing the ongoing operation of three existing
vapor mitigation systems installed in three nearby homes.

When the cleanup is done, according to the EPA, an environmental easement would forever restrict the
property to commercial use.

EPA officials outlined the proposal during a public meeting Wednesday at the Holley American Legion on
Wright Street.

But some Holley residents and former residents at the meeting said the plan doesn’t go far enough to address
groundwater contamination that migrated off-site.

Patricia Dann, whose former home in Holley was one of eight purchased by the EPA after the 2002 spill, said
a full health study still needs to done for all village residents who may have been affected by Diaz. And, she
said she worries EPA has missed contamination and could end up selling off the homes without fully
remediating lead problems she blamed on Diaz.

EPA officials said they could not trace lead contamination back to Diaz and that they would work with the
state Department of Environmental Conservation to address any issues within the homes before they go back
on the market.
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EPA will accept comments on the proposed remediation plan through Sept. 12. A final remediation plan is
expected later this month. If the thermal treatment plan is the final remediation action, agency officials
expect that could take two or three years to complete.
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